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Social Science Research: Perspectives, Problems and Prospects

Dr. Jayprakash M.Trivedi
Professor

Department of Sociology
Sardar Patel University
Vallabh Vidyanagar- 388120
GUJARAT

IL.

Introduction: Social science research plays important role in explaining events,
behaviour, problems in the fields of education, health, empowerment of weaker
sections of society, community development, human resource development and
management. Primarily aimed at exploring and explaining social reality through
scientific methods SSR is facing many problems and challenges. Unlike physical
object, the social reality being complex, dynamic and living human phenomenon
become unsuitable for its study through the methods of natural sciences. Similarly,
the divergent perspectives of the different social sciences make it perusal
comprehensive and all-encompassing and thereby difficult. Moreover SSR is also
passing through the crisis of its credibility and utility due to doubt about
authenticity and validity of its findings as well as latter’s limited generality and
applicability. On the backdrop of such paradoxical situation --- high value but
limited and problematic use, some of the observations on important Dialectics of
SSR are reported in present research paper. It also discusses issues, challenges and
strategies for SSR in the context of Dialectics with special reference to social
research in India.

Objectivity V/S Subjectivity: SSR being scientific endeavor is expected to be

objective. Objectivity implies study of human behavior, situation and problem in its
external and real form. For this, social scientist must be free from any kind of
personal bias, likes-dislikes and pre-conceived notions about phenomenon under
study. In this connection, Francis Bacon has pointed out four main hindrances to
objectivity. These include: (i) Idol of cave implying much narrowed and isolated
thinking, (ii) Idol of tribe implying human tendency of interpreting all situations in

terms of his highly personalized thoughts, beliefs and feelings, (iii) Idol of theater
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referring to human tendency of accepting majority opinions as truth and, (iv) Idol of
place implying misinterpretation of facts resulting from language problem. As
against this objectivity syndrome subjectivity implies highly personalized, localized
interpretation of situation event or behavior, which is very much inherent in nature
of social scientist as human being, Max Weber in this connection calls for
interpretive understanding of human action i.e Meaning of action must be studied in
terms of in terms of meaning attributed actor himself. This makes the study of
social action in its objective, external form most difficult and called for deep
insight, probing by social scientist. On the whole, the co-existence of objectivity
and subjectivity in social science research requires balanced and realistic attitude of
fact finding and fact interpreting on part of social scientist, as well as open
mindedness, deep insight and commitment for discovering truth.

Ethical Neutrality v/s Value-Judgment: Social Sciences are supposed to be non-

ethical. Accordingly ethical neutrality is most expected scientific attribute in SSR.
As per this attribute, SSR aimed at exploring realistic and not idealistic conditions
of human behavior. Similarly, in interpretation of data too, social scientist is
expected to be value-free i.e. not guided by ethical norms or ideals of his own
community or society. However, this is most difficult task for social scientist who is
brought up and socialized in his milieu which is likely to imprint certain ethical
norms or values, coloring his vision and version of social reality under study. In the
similar context, some Indian sociologist, while admitting the same said that social
scientists do get influenced by values and ideals of society. I.P. Desai, for instance,
pointed out that the notion of desired type of society cherished by all social
scientists, implicitly or explicitly. Weber’s concept of ideal type also points out
towards value based perception of social scientist as human being. Here a type of
scientific skepticism, continuous consciousness of one’s own cultural bias on part
of social scientist as well as contextual interpretation of data, collected will make
SSR more acceptable, in terms of valid findings and applicability for solving social
problem.

Empiricism V/s Intuition: SSR as scientific enterprise is guided by the ideology of

empiricism, which implies studying social reality from the direct experience of

social scientist, done through his five physical senses. It also implies collection of
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data by one’s own field work and accepting the data as fact only after its passing
through several logical-intellectual tests. It also called for and rested upon exterior
proof not personalized mysterious feeling or miraculous self-knowledge. However
the Indian philosophy about knowledge and personal experience of social scientists
indicates the role of intuition in directing the social research towards array of facts
and insightful interpretation of data, as well as turning out of valid conclusion. In
view of these, combined and balanced use of intuition along with empiricism will
make SSR more effective, in terms of, validity, generality and applicability of its
findings to social situations and behavioral problems.

Realism V/s Idealism: SSR aims at exploring and explaining social reality.

Accordingly it is supposed to be factual rather than idealistic. It is more interested
in knowing what is rather than what ought to be. SSR studies and reports actual
situations, relations and behavior. However, while conducting SSR, researcher’s
own idealism about human behavior and relations does affect entire research
process. For instance, in the Indian situation, the Gandhian notions of ‘Ram Rajya’,
‘Swarajya’ & ‘Surajya’ do influence Indian sociologist’s view about ideal or
desired type of society and political economy. Similarly Karl Marx’s notion of
classless society also affected the thinking of many western sociologists,
particularly leftist ones. Chanakya’s view about political economy, Manu’s views
about caste-system, status of women and social problems also decisively affects the
psyche of the Indian sociologist. In short a conflicting perception combined of
realism and idealism precludes the pursuit of SSR on right path, reducing credibility
and applicability of its findings. Here too, social scientist’s self awareness about
such conflicting ideologies and balanced view of both will increase the
effectiveness of SSR in terms of its trueness and usefulness in improving social
practices and solving of social problem.

Rationality V/s Emotionality: SSR, as a scientific inquiry is pursued with

rationality. All the information collected is subjected to several logical-rational tests
before it being accepted as a fact. Especially in examining causal relationship
between facts involved in phenomenon being studied rational thinking with
reasoning and logics applied. However, in SSR both researcher and respondent are

human beings full of emotions and several other types of feelings. Consequently
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emotionality is likely to enter in research process. For instance, in several subaltern
studies, social scientist is likely to develop sympathy for the oppressed and
suppressed respondents under his study. Similarly, he is likely to feel pity for
deprivation and inhuman treatment given to dalit or women subjected to domestic
violence. The new qualitative research even emphasizes empathetic approach,
which implies that the social researcher must have empathy for the person or a
group of persons he studied to get the true picture of latter’s life experiences,
interpersonal behavior and relations. Thus a more effective SSR need to combine
rationality and emotionality in appropriate proportion and balanced use of the same
in combination form. The only and excessive use of rationality and emotional
fallacy on part of social scientist needs to be avoided.

Generality V/s Specificity: All social sciences involve generality as main value in

their philosophy. Accordingly, SSR studies society, culture, human behavior in
general and come out with broad general conclusion applicable to macro-realities
like society, culture, community, human behavior etc. Even the theory building
process of social sciences also emphasize and use deductive approach implying
starting from general and then moving towards specific. The macro-research also
emphasizes the study of macro-reality. That is general reality for example, caste
system in India, family and kinship relations in India, Indian social system, Indian
culture etc. however, later on, all social sciences started emphasizing specificity,
implying study of particular caste, village, age category, tradition, group as well as
specific social situation, event and action. Here too, the best results for SSR may be
obtained by combined and judicious use of both as per the need of SSR to be
carried out.

Unidimensionality V/s Multidimensionality: All social sciences in their earlier stage

of development were philosophically integrated and therefore emphasizing study of
social phenomenon in totality. However, later on as social sciences developed in
terms of specialization i.e. subject specific knowledge, SSR became more and more
unidimentional. The different social scientists now have their own study-
perspective focusing on only subject specific aspect of social phenomenon. But,
looking to the complexity and multidimensionality of social phenomenon, now a

days a trend towards interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary research involving all
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social sciences is developing. However looking at the grass root reality in India
such multidisciplinary research is not pursued in right spirit due to disciplinary bias,
subject specific mind set and lack of team spirit on part of social scientists involved.
Here an example may be given about mismatching between sociology and
psychology due to their conflicting perspective- former focusing society and group,
while latter on individual. Similarly, sociologists study only contemporary
phenomenon and regard data collected through field work as primary data, whereas
history studies only past phenomenon and documentary data as primary one. Here
the synthesis of differential approaches and development of common methodology
for SSR will make it more effective and valuable.

Theoretical V/s Applied: SSR is more theory - oriented i.e. aiming only at gaining

knowledge about phenomenon behavior and problem. This has resulted from the
primacy of pure research in most of social sciences and poor generality and
application of their findings. However, recently society in general and government,
NGOs, industrial houses in particular are demanding problem oriented and
problem-solving research from social scientists. Accordingly, applied research in
the form of action research is developing in social sciences. Here for increasing its
applicability, development and use of standardized methodology, practice-oriented
approaches as well as more valid precise, reliable and suggestive conclusions need
to be obtained in SSR.

Conclusion: From the above discussion, one may conclude that social science
research contains several dialectics or inherent contradictions resulted from
complex, dynamic and abstract nature of social phenomenon as well as divergent
focuses, approaches and methods of different social sciences. These include:
inductive v/s deductive, macro v/s micro, group v/s individual orientation,
philosophical, theoretical v/s field studies, western v/s Indological, qualitative v/s
quantitative type. These dialectics have created methodological issues and
challenges as well as prevented standardization of research process in terms of
procedures, design, analysis and interpretation of data undermining the overall
validity of findings. These dialectics are to be resolved for increasing authenticity,
value and applicability of SSR. Here, the seminar, workshop, debating and giving

actual practices of SSR in the context of above dialectics and resultant problems
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challenges and uphold the value of SSR.
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Adivasi have special characters as well as special cultures like language, music, art,
dance, dress, ornament, custom, and religious and social system etc. Which make them
different from other Indian society.

Due to social contact with civilized society, Adivasi face problems. Their social
phenomena have changed due to their contact with different religions, and cultures. Their
cultures have changed along with these sanskritization, modernization, industrialization,
Hinduism, Islamism have took place, which have changed their social, economical,
cultural, religious, hygienic, linguistic problem.

In the life of Adivasi social, cultural, and religious aspect have put a long
impression due to their adoption of westernization, modernizations and Christianization.
Munda and Ho ar celebrate EASTER and CHRISTMAS in the place of their own festivals,
while adivas from north-east have converted to Christian. NAGA adivsis have lost their art
of texture, TODA have lost the art of making ornaments from gold and AYRAN BAIGA
AND GOUND have lost an art of inscription on wood. In Gujarat, Adivasi make elephant,
and horse from clay. RATHAVAS were expert in making pithoro, GAMIT, VASAVA, and
CHAUDHARY were inscribing mogara dev from wood. But all have lost now.
MEANING OF CULTURE

Culture means living system of human, shaping of human mind. Social heritage is
a key of culture. Due to culture, it becomes a real man and thus it differs from the animal.
Learned behavior is a culture; by which humankind develop its personality.

According to Tailor culture is complex whole, in which knowledge, belief, art, custom, and
many other capability are included.

According to Krobar and Klukhaun culture include rules, in which visible and
invisible behaviour received by symbols. It also includes human achievement which

includes Arti fact. The main nexus of culture is coherent thought and values connected with
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it. In Sabakantha district, on plain grounds of dark jungle, and among the range of Aravalli
Adivasi are found dispersed. In Bhiloda taluka, which are known as Dungari Adivasi.
According to 1956 resolution from the president of India this tribe is included in schedule
tribes

According to 2001 census the population of Bhiloda is 206168 , in which 114007 is
Adivasi., half of the population (55.30%) is Adivasi in the taluka. 160 out of 168 village

are having Adivasi population.

ADIVASI CULTURE, FOOD AND DRESS:-

Dungari garasia have maize as main food. ATheir agricultural product is also maize.
With roti they use dal and Chhas. They have Bringle, chilly, ginger, onion etc vegetable
from their own farm. On an occasion like guest or festival they prepare daal, bhat, and
laddu. Close relative like in-law, they prepare non-vegetarian food and including wine.

Dungari Garasi have dhoti, shirt and keep a cloth around waist as a dress. while
youngster wear pent and shirt. Women have chaniya, blouse, and odhani to cover their head
as their dress. Girls have shirt, chaniya, dress and blouse as their dress. Woman likes
ornaments.

SOCIAL SITUATION:-

In Dungari Garasia traditionally having a heritance from a father side and male
dominant society. They are distributed into many Gotra and like to have marriage outside
their Gotra. Every village has Gram Panchayat, Pradesh Panchayat, and community Panch,
which do the work of marriage, divorce, re-marriage, property disputes and other social
issues of tribes. This panch is known as ‘Shree Garasia Panch’.

Dungari Garasia live in hut or in small house on hills or in the their own farm. They
are dispersed residency rather than a small street. They do this because they are doubt
minded people. They have addiction of wine which make them quarrel with their neighbor.
Beside this reason of their living separately is protecting their farm and crops by making
their house in their own farm. This adivasi live in joint family but now a days they too have
new clear family system in the society. Youngster who live in a city for business or service
purpose keep occasionally relation with family. And gradually settled down in the city
where they work. They remain emotionally connected with the family and never fail to

help in needed time.
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Their marriage system is different in case of culture, standard of sexual relationship,
from the marriage point or view, limitation of marriage, from the point of marriage partner,
and from the view of custom and ceremony from that of marriage system of other society.

Dungari Garasia have marriage out of Gotra because marriage in the same Gotra is
prohibited. More then one wife system, remarriage, divorce, kept system, love marriage are
common in them. Though present time kept system, love marriage, and keeping more than
one wife is prohibited by garasia panch. Though there is Fine system for such action, these
are common now a days. Marriage ceremony is performed by sister in law (bhabhie), with
dapa system (cash) in which both the party give each other which is decided by panch or
according to their financial capacity in Garasia adivasi. These adivasi are different in
marriage limitation, number of wives, and custom and ceremony of marriage than any other
society in the case of marriage system .

Woman have important and respected status in Dungari garasia adivasi woman get
marry at adult age and give economical help to family by doing labour work, wood cutting
and pashu palan.

When somebody dies they say ‘manah padyo he’. They call near by relatives and
neighbours, and burry a dead body if it is less than ten year, or give fire cremation if it is
more than this age. Person come for cremation bring piece of wood with them, keep a
piece of cloth on their head, and do sutak ( shaving and balding system) ceremony, for
about twelve days don’t sit on bed, and perform the kaytu.( ceremony perform after twelfth

day of death) Even on festival villagers keep moan.

GOTRA SYSTEM:-

Gotra is an important social sangathan which starts with their real or imagined
ancestor.Majumadar and madan say that one Gotra is associated with many ancestors, and
his origin may be real or imagine of man, cattle, tree, plant, or any other dead thing.

A family from the same Gotra don’t have marriage to one other because they
believe themselves brother and sister. The unity of Gotra is dependent upon real or imagine
or historical character of their ancestors. In Gotra system either mother or father side family
is included.

Dungari garasia adivasi are divided into many Gotra, and in each Gotra they have

one, two or thirty to thirty five sub caste. Having the same surname and the same Gotra

12



have the same god or goddess to worship. On every moment of life, they remember the god
or goddess of their Gotra. Some garasia believe that their native is in Rajasthan and god is

also there so, once in a year thes go to Rajasthan to worship the god.

RELATION:-

Family is primary unit for them and they have their work, duty, and right according
to their family relation on social and religious occasion. They speak relation indicating
word like ‘ba’ to father, ‘baba’ to uncle, ‘babi’ to aunt, ‘bua’ to sister in law, and ‘babi’ to
grandmother in a family. There are category indicating word like, ‘ba’ to person of their
father age, and ‘aai’ to all woman of their mother age. In Dungari Garasia Adivasi. They
invite nearest relatives on the occasion of birth, marriage, and death. On a birth of child
family come closer and foi (sister of father)and masi (sister of mother)get more importance

on such occasion.

ECONOMIC SYSTEM:-

Adim society dependr upon agriculture and pashupal. This is mainly a conflict of
maintaining their life. In Dungari Garasi adivasi agriculture is main and pashupalan is
subsidery profession for life. Woodcutting, labour work, vegetable growing are their
professions. According to age and sex they have simple work divison in Dungari Garasia
Adivasi.but they have no specialization in it. Risky and hard work is done by youngster
,while less risky work -house hold work- is done by woman. Aged people keep children..

Agricultural land is broken into small pieces due to population and thus load on
land have become heavy. Slopping and less fertile land, less irrigation facility, and less use
of high breed seed, fertilizer, and pesticides agricultural production is insignificant.
Sometime they don’t get annual food grain from their farm, so they grow vegetable, and
home use good in front of their house, which they sell at fair of Shamdaji. Dungari garasia
adivasi keep cow, buffalo, and goat for dairy farming, but due to scarcity of high breed
cattle, less use of un natural virydan, and food for cattle milk production is less than usual.
RELIGIOUS SYSTEM:-

Dungari Garasiya adivasi worship their goddess, and keep promises for goddess and
god and do scapegoat. They worship Ram, Hanuman, Ganesh, Ambama, and Shitadamata.

Shitadamata is chief goddess of village and keep promis of Badiya dev. They do religious

13



ceremony during seeding and reaping time. They observe fast on Dashama day, Goyaro
Vrat, Janmasthmi, and Punam. They worship lord Krishan as ‘black god’ and have deep
trust upon him. Dungari Garasia adivasi believe in omen and do ceremony on illness and
believe in ghost too. They make bath to ill person In Nagdhara of Meshwo dam during
black night of Diwali.

Now a days there are impression of many sects in them like kabir Panth, Ramanadi, Bhagat
and Swadhyay and Swaminarayan in Garasia Adivasi.

CELEBRATION OF FESTIVALS:-

Dungari Garasia adivasi are festival lover and during the whole year they celebrate
Uttarayan, Holi, Akhatrij, Diwaaso, Janmasthmi, Navratri, and Diwali festival. Holi festival
starts before twenty day and they gather in group play regional music, wear fancy
uniform, and dance during the night with open sword and bow in their hand. They eat
coconut and gud (sweet) and keep moan for the died person of family. These adivasi
believe in taking revenge, and especially on days of holi they take revenge and sometime
get murder too.

The celebration of Uttarayan is special for them. First Friday before the January is
called adivasi Uttarayan. On that day people gether at place of mukhi and go to farm to
catch the sparrow. They catch it from farm or jungle and bring to Mukhi’s house, and make
her bath, feed and Mukhi make her free in the air. Youngster run after a sparrow to see
where does it go, and make a predict that if it sit on green tree the rain will be more and sit
on wood there will be famine in the area. During the night they play game and have meat
and wine for the food.

Fair enliven the life of adivasi, Shamlaji area have many fairs around. During
ZALA. Adivasi go to fair and enjoy it. Some adivasi youngster selects their life partner in
fair and some physical relationship there.

In present time due to modernization, migration, westernization, and mobility,
many changes in social, economical, religious, and cultural are found in Dungari Garasia
Adivasi’s life. In Adivasi’s life education has made many changes and attraction of fair
normal among them, they feel ashamed in doing traditional dance too.

Adivasi society has got many changes due to government policy, relief work,
economical help, and educational facility, and with the contact of civilized society they

have many changes in their life.
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GARASIA CULTURE AND MODERN TRENDS

Garasia adivasi traditional life style, attitudes, religious belief, habit, dress,
language, festival and many other socio-cultural have got changed as they come into
contact with civilized society. Their fundamental and culture have got changed and they are
divided into four various groups.

1. Well developed and accepting urban culture of educated group.

2. Getting education, attracted by rural culture, who has neither fully connected with
his own nor fully accepted rural culture.

3. Clinged with his own traditional culture

4. Converting himself into Christianity and accepting Christian culture

Dungari Garasia adivasi have impact of modernization, christianisation, migration,
and contact of civilized society in their life. With the contact of civilized society divisional
effects have taken place in their life. Their dispute on social and property were solved by
their panch but in present time the grip of panch is losen. judicial and criminal law is used
in that place. Conversion has also impressed their social structure.

They have started using bio languages, their own and other language too,have so
their own language has been at the verge of vanishing. Language drive culture .collapes of
language, collapse the culture too. 48%respondents have accepted that their children use to
speak Gujarati rather than their own languge. 64% respondent said that traditional dress,
and ornaments is rarely seen. Their religion, culture, music, dance, and home industry are
vanishing. The difference between old and new generation is widen and now they are
distributed between Christian adivasi and non-christian adivasi. Among non Christian
adivasi Swaminarayan, Swadhyay activity have entered. 73 % respondent replied that
attraction of traditional dance, music, fair, art, and celebration of festival are reduced.
Youngsters feel ashamed doing traditional dance but do a dance and hear on filmy music
during marriage. Their lazim dance has taken place of garba and marriage song of Hindu
culture. They go to fair but enjoyment, dance and passion have changed. Fair enjoying
youngster with playing flute, and singing a song in group is a dream now. A weapon in
hand with colouring ribbon on it, and traditional dress is not possible now. The effect of
Hindu culture on social, religious, and cultural is visible now. Rural culture has big effect

due to migration, education, service, and modernisation on Adivsi Garasia.
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The traditional Uttarayan in interior villages have taken place of Hindu Uttarayan
and traditional game is replaced by cricket and valley ball marriage ceremony was done by
bhabhie (in law) before is hand over to Brahmin now. Janm Kundali and Grah Vidhi is
important for selecting life partner and traditional method of selecting child’s name is
replaced to rashi. Christain adivasi follow Christian rule and custom. They go to church
regularly and celebrate Christmas, Good Friday, and new year too. Due to conversion their
loyalty has turned to church than their society. The change of loyalty has disturbed their

tradition life.
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Hopkins’ Perception of Poetry:
Beauty of ‘Inscape’ and Force of ‘Instress’

- Dr. Kamal J. Dave
Associate Professor, Dept. of English

Municipal Arts &Urban Science

College, Mehsana-384002.
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889) was held to be a priestly metaphor of Victorian
Poetry and a syntactical simile of Modern Poetry. He had prophetically been in search of
the “authentic cadence” that paved the way for his spiritual fulfilment. Hopkins was an
acute observer of the things. He recorded his sensitive response to the beauty of things
around him with his acute power of observation. He was longing for the individual
distinctiveness of an object. Hence, in due course of time, he arrived at some insight into
the essence of an object. So, to express this set of the individualizing characteristics of an
object in a metaphysical terminology, Hopkins coined the terms ‘Inscape’ and ‘Instress’.
In fact, nowhere Hopkins had given any precise critical theory of ‘Inscape’ and ‘Instress’.
The connotation of them should be grasped by the contextual usage of these words as
recorded in various notes, journals and letters of Hopkins. As Graham Storey consciously
noted; “The word ‘Inscape’ is first used in the Journal of Swiss trees, on a continental
walking — tour of July 1868; ‘Instress’ of the beauty of Giotto; inspired by a visit to the

9l

Natural Gallery shortly before.”” Thereafter, Hopkins used both the words many times to

describe for himself the beauty and impact of a multitude of objects.

An analysis of some of the contextual usage of ‘Inscape’ by Hopkins would shed fresh light

on it.

1. “I do not think I have ever seen anything more beautiful than the bluebell. I have
been looking at. I know the beauty of our Lord by it.” 2 (N 133-4)

Here, it seems that, ‘Inscape’ is a concept which is upheld by faith; it is the faith that all

created thing, if seen properly, reveal their creator just as the inner ‘self’ of the bluebell

explicitly manifests the divine.

2. “All the world is full of Inscape.” 3 (N 113)
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It seems that, in this statement, ‘Inscape’ is associated with beauty or reality. According to
W.AM. Peters S.J;
“The reason why he related beauty to inscape must consequently be that in inscape there is

inherent unity that is proceeding from the nature of the object itself” 4

3. “Unless you refresh the mind from time to time you cannot always remember or
believe how deep the Inscape in things is.” 3 (N 140)
This statement gives the impression that ‘Inscape’ refers to the infinite energies of

God as well as inner order or form of any object.

4. Regarding art, Hopkins’s final judgment on a picture by Holman Hunt was; “It has
no inscape of composition whatever ... Inscape could scarcely bear up against such
realism.”

Here, Hopkins seems to indicate that the picture is devoid of the unity of vision. For

him, Art has nothing at all to do with the reproduction of Surface reality. This view

can be collated to his remark. “Inscape is the very Soul of art”’ (D 135)

5. The most noteworthy, above all, is Hopkins’s last recorded usage of the word
‘Inscape’ related to defending his poetry from the charge of oddity;
“As air, melody, is what strikes me most of all in music and design in
painting, so design, pattern or what I am in the habit of calling ‘Inscape’
is what I above all aim at in poetry. Now it is the virtue of design,
pattern or inscape to be distinctive and it is the voice of distinctiveness
to become queer. This vice, I cannot have inscaped.” 8
Thus, ‘Inscape’, for Hopkins, doesn’t mean just a visible scene. But it is the way in which a
visible scene can fall into a satisfying artistic composition with a harmonious design or
pattern.
So, this is the peculiarity of Hopkins to see an object within an object in the form of
“Inscape’. Thus, in a Hopkinsian Sense, each and every object has its own ‘Inscape’ which
reveals its ‘Self” or ‘Identity’. In this way, it appears that, for Hopkins, ‘Inscape’ stands for
areligious idea as well as an artistic one. In the view of W.A.M. Peters, “It was his spiritual

outlook on the world that made ‘inscape’ so precious to Hopkins.”’
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The poetic revelation of an ‘Inscape’ can be found conclusively in his sonnet, As kingfishers
catch Fire... Here, Hopkins seems to sing of the uniqueness of each created thing. He holds
that each thing in Nature strives to proclaim its own inner identity;
“Each mortal thing done one thing and the same;
Deals out that being indoors each one dwells;
Selves — goes itself.” 10 (5-7)

The same thoughts are expressed in the Bhagavat Gita:

[13

»

Translation:

Even a man of knowledge acts according to

his own nature, for everyone follows his nature,

What can repression accomplish? !

(Chapter — 3, stanza — 33)

Here, Lord Krishna says those same things that even though there are many so called
spiritualists who outwardly pose to be advanced in the science, yet inwardly or privately are
completely under the particular modes of nature which they are unable to surpass. It means
that each and everything in this world is bound by his own ‘self’. This is also acknowledged
by Hopkins in his prose writings; “I taste self but at one tankard, that of my own being.”"?
“So inscape,” as Geoffrey Grigson puts it, “is akin to the ‘self” Hopkins writes of, the

totality of the animates or inanimate individual and ‘self’, ‘selving’, is strongest of all in

human nature, more highly pitched, selved and distinctive than anything in the world.”

Another Hopkinsian term, ‘Instress’ is closely related to ‘Inscape.” To Hopkins, it meant the
internal force which holds inscapes together.

Like ‘Inscape’, an analysis of some of the contextual usages of ‘Instress’ by Hopkins would

shed fresh light on it.

1. “...asin man all that energy or instress with which the soul animates and otherwise acts
in the body is by death thrown back upon the soul itself. ” '* (unpublished notes)

2. “All things are upheld by instress and meaningless without it.” °(N.198)
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3. “...for the constant repetition, the continuity, of the bad thought is that actualizing of it,
that instressing of it...” 16 (N.321)

4. “.. It is choice as when in English we say ‘because I choose: which means no more
than...I instress my will to so—and-so.” (N.328). "

5. “This access is either of grace, which is ‘super nature’, to nature or of more grace to
grace already given and it takes the form of instressing the affective Will, of affecting

the will towards the good which Be proposes.” '8 (N. 325).

It seems that in these usages, ‘Instress’ is referred to the undercurrent of creative energy that
supports and binds together the whole of the created world. It is meant to give things shape,
from and meaning to the eye of the beholder. The poetic revelation of ‘instress’ can be found
in his poem, The Wreck of the Deutschland; “Since, tho’ he is under the world’s splendor and
wonder. His mystery must be instressed, stressed.” '*(stanza-5)

Here, it is implied that, though Christ sustains the world’s beauty and life, his mystery cannot
be taken for granted. It must be actively perceived and proclaimed. So, in this context,

‘instress’ is meant to ‘perceive’ or ‘realize’. Explaining the interdependent relation between
‘Inscape’ and ‘Instress’, W.A.M. Peters. S. J. remarks;

“Inscape being a sensitive manifestation of a being’s individuality is perceived by the senses;
but instress, though given in the perception of inscape, is not directly perceived by the senses,
because it is not a primary sensible quality of the thing. Hence, it follows that, while inscape
can be described, however imperfectly, in terms of sense — impressions, instress can not, but
must be interpreted in terms of its impression on the soul, in terms, that is, of affects of the

S()ul 2 20

This sense is clearly stated by Hopkins himself in his poem Hurrahing in Harvest;

“These things, these things were here and but the beholder
Wanting; which two when they once meet,

The heart rears wings bold and bolder

And hurls for him, O half hurls earth for him off

under his feet.” *! (11-14)
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Thus, Hopkins beholds the ‘instress’ of nature. He perceives Christ through nature. He feels
as if he were being propelled upwards after thrusting away the earth under his feet. The image
of soaring upwards and hurling the earth is intended to express the sense of exaltation and the
feeling of ecstasy that seems ‘Instress’. Here, ‘Instress’ is felt in the form of the divine energy
that burnishes all things. In this way, ‘Instress’, to Hopkins “refers to that core of being or
inherent energy which is the actuality of the object ; in effect ‘instress’ stands for the
specifically individual impression the object makes on man.” 2

To Hopkins, a word seems as much individual as any other thing; it has a self as every other
object and constantly strove to catch the inscape of a Flower or a tree or a cloud. He does not
rest until the Words themselves manifest their inscape and instress. His consciousness of the

various meanings words could have, irrespective of their spelling, can be marked in his

practising homophones as in-

“On ear and ear two noises too old to end...” **
(The sea and the Skylark, 1)

“When, When, Peace, Will you, Peace?
That piecemeal peace is poor peace. What pure peace allows Alarms of wars, the daunting
wars, and the death of it?” 2 (Peace, 3-5)
Likewise, his exploitation of the word ‘Love’ can be marked in his poem ,The half way house
where he exploits the word ‘Love’ at least eleven times.

“Love, when all is given,

To see thee I must see thee, to love, love;” 25 (13, 14)
Later on, Hopkins finds a philosophical justification of ‘Inscape’ and ‘Instress’ in the writing
of the medieval philosopher and theologician Duns Scotus. Hopkins came across the
philosophy of Scotus during his noviceship in 1872. As J.F.J. Russell noted;
“He quite clearly treated Duns scotus not as a remote object of academic study, but as a living
being who had been disturbed by his experience as deeply as Hopkins had, and who had
achieved a philosophical explanation of it which, to Hopkins, was self- evidently true.
Hopkins’s study of Duns Scotus was thus really a process of self discovery; it made him more
conscious of what he already intuitively knew- And Hopkins certainly hoped that the same

kind of relationship would exist between himself and the reader of his poetry-that the poetry
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would revitalize the reader’s perceptions and awaken him to essential human experiences to
which the nineteenth century ethos seemed hostile.” *°

Besides, the reason, why the philosophy of Scotus attracted Hopkins strongly, was denoted by
Hopkins himself as “--- When I look in any inscape of the sky or the sea I thought of Scotus.”
*" Keeping this statement in mind, it seems that, to Hopkins, his theory of inscape harmonizes
beautifully with the system of Scotus. In this context, Graham Storey’s words are apt;
“Scotus’s main distinction from the traditional theology taught to Jesuits was his belief in
the ‘Principle of Individuation’, both of persons and things. All medieval philosophers
were concerned with how human beings could come to know the universal. Scotus
believed that they could do so by apprehending an individual object’s essence; which he
named as ‘thisness’ (hecceitas) and that such apprehensions or intuitions ultimately reveal
God. By directing such intuitions of nature towards God man can perfect his own
‘hecceitas’, his will. Here, seemed to be the philosophical support for Hopkins’s theories of
Inscape and Instress and a religious sanction for them.””*

Apart from this, it would not be out of place to note that Hopkins’s terms ‘Inscape’ and
‘Instress’ correspond roughly to Ruskinese point of view of art. It is so, because during his
years at Oxford, before the coinage of these terms, Hopkins was very much influenced by

2

Ruskins ° Modern painters. As Hopkins wrote to his friend, Baillie, “I am sketching (in
pencil chiefly) a good deal. I venture to hope you will approve of the sketches in a Ruskinese
point of view...” 2 but that influence was not limited to the sketches; it went far beyond
Hopkins’s senses. Ruskin’s theory of three steps, regarding the completion of the work of art,
very strongly caught Hopkins’s attention. To Ruskin, The First step is to see an object with an
innocent eye; the Second step is to respond and the third is to reproduce what an artist sees.
Finding the analogy between Ruskin and Hopkins, Alison G. Sulloway writes;

“Hopkins’s term ‘Inscape’ is what the innocent eye sees; Instress is God’s plan behind
nature’s inscapes and man’s submission to that plan. In step one, Hopkins quietly sketched
or described natural things , During step two he became aware of his ‘fury’ , ‘passion’ ,
‘admiration’ or ‘enthusiasm’ for ‘Nature’s self : Hopkins’s nature poems represent the
final step; they are lyrical descriptions of what Ruskin called the four great component

parts of landscape —sky ,earth ,water, and vegetation.” *°
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Hence, Hopkins’s theory of ‘Inscape’ and ‘Instress’ synthesizes the Ruskinese point of view
of art with Scotus’ theory of individuating principle. According to Alison G. Sulloway their

common way of thinking is;

“God created each living thing with its own specific peculiarities that would

never be exactly recapitulated in another created thing:”*'
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Poetic Achievement of Kamala Das

Dr.Rakeshkumar R. Joshi

Kamala Das is considered to be one of the greatest poets of Indo-Anglican poets,
the other two being Nissim Ezekeil and A.K.Ramanujan. Her poetry is characterized by
extreme sincerity and integrity; she speaks out of her love-longings, frustrations and
disillusionments with a disarming frankness. She writes, it seems, for therapeutic purposes.
It is a kind of psychological striptease that she enacts in her poetry.

Mrs Kamala Das - her maiden name was Madavikutty- was born at Punnayurkulam
in Malabar in Kerala in 1934. Both her parents were poets, and so poetry was in her blood
so to say. She constantly speaks of her Darvadian blood and of her Nair heritage. She was
educated mainly at home. It seems that her grandmother showered a lot of love and
affection on the growing child, and she is often remembered in her poetry as in “A Hot
Noon in Malabar” and “My Grandmother’s House”. She looks back to her happy days in
her company with nostalgia and yearning. Her parents are seldom with such love and
affection. Wherever she has gone and wherever she has lived, she has remembered her
early girlhood, cherished and nursed by her grandmother.

Mrs Kamala Das was educated mainly at home and denied the advantage of regular
school and college education. This is surprising as both her parents were poets and should
have encouraged their talented daughter. She was married at the early age of fifteen, now
has three children, and is settled in Bombay. Like that of Nissim Ezekiel, her marriage has
not been a happy one; in it she has failed to find that fulfillment which a woman craves.
The result has been frustration and disillusionment and this bitter personal experience
colours all her poetry. It has been a hollow-relationship, she can neither endure it nor can
she untie the marriage knot. Her husband is not unkind to her, indeed, he has been a good
friend to her and has allowed her every freedom, but as she herself tells us, it is love which
she craves for, and not freedom.

“My Story”’, her autobiography, is most important for it throws considerable light
on her poetry. It shows that in a male dominated world, she tried to assert her individuality,
to maintain her feminine identity, and form this revolt arose all her troubles, psychological

traumas and frustrations. A birds eye-view of her poetry would serve to clarify the point:
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(1) Summer in Calcutta-1965:-

This first published anthology of Kamala’s poetry, sets the tone for her entire poetic
output. It contains only fifty poems, Most of her poems deal with the theme of unfulfilled
love and yearning for love.

The Dance of the Eunuchs is a perfect example of a poem dealing with the theme
of love. ‘The Flag’ and ‘Sepia’ are poems written on about the Indian poor and about the
Indian lack in originality and trechency of her best work. They are conventional and
traditional full of commonplace clichés and statements. To a Big Brother and Punishment
In Kindergarten are evocations of her own childhood.

The title —piece Summer In Calcutta depicts action and gesture, a self-contained
mood of sensuous luxury similar to that of Keats’ Ode to Indolence in which also a sense of
lassitude is peculiarly blended with that of creative inspiration. The image of the April sun
in it brings to the poet a sense of sensuous relaxation of warm intoxication which inspires
as well as relaxes so that “my worries doze.” The poem celebrates the mood of temporary
triumph over the defeat of love.

Her best known poem in this volume An Introduction is concerned with the
question of human identity but it effectively uses the confessional and the rhetorical modes
in order to focus on questions relating to a women’s or an Indian poet’s identity in English.
In ‘An introduction’, She tells us, how she was asked to belong, to confirm and how she
rebelled and tried to be even with the male world on its own terms.

Then... I wore a shirt and my

Brother’s trousers, cut my hair short and ignored.

My womanliness, Dress in sarees be girl,

Be wife, they said. Be embroideror, becook,

Be a quareller with servants.

Fit in Oh Belong, cried the categorizers.

A number of other fine lyrics in this collection are; The End of Spring, Too Early
the Autumn Sights, Visitors to the City, Punishments in kindergarten. The Siesta
With 1* Quiet Tongue, My morning Tongue etc... Continue the poet’s exploration of
love theme and her personal frustrations and disillusionment.

(2) The Descendants- 1967:-

The volume contains only 29 poems and with few exceptions, they are about love.
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The expectations are the two poems about her own sons. Jaisurya and The White Flowers

The finest lyrics in this collection are The Descendants, The Invitation
Composition, Shut out that Moon, Neutral Tones, The Suicide, A Request The looking
A glass and The Captive. All these lyrics are further variations on the theme of love and
are pessimistic, even death-conscious, in tone. Her personal frustrations and sense of
loneliness are always here, and impart to the poems a rare intensity and immediacy of
appeal. But they also show that the poet has matured that.

She has achieved tranquility and equipoise and is cool serene and sometimes
numb. Her courage to stand against the odds and express herself fully and frankly has
deepened her faith in life whereby she has acquired a vision that typically smells of
the native soil and heritage.

The Suicide with the central image of the sea moves on a pattern of dialogues and
reflections. In Composition also the sea image occurs. It is a long lyric which is on the
theme of love. It is pessimistic, even death conscious in tone. Her personal frustrations and
sense of loneliness are there. The poem finds an extension of meaning, acquiring new
dimensions of thought and feeling. Kamala Das transcends her own mutilated self and
transmutes her personal and private experience into something rich and universal. The
poem has therapeutic effect. The significance of which cannot be minimized. The theme of
divided loyalties which was there in the previous volume also, finds here a more intensive
treatment in The Substitute.

The Invitation is a poem which is written in the form of a dialogue between the
poem and the sea. It opens with the powerful image of a male fist ‘Clenching and
unclenching’ in her hand. In this poem, while the sea offers one kind of death a complete
negation, her lover whom she cannot disobey offers another metaphorical death. The
feeling of lying on a funeral pyre with a burning head. The language of delirium suggests
the feeling of torture met with in her more recent treatment of sexual love. The poet rejects
the way of the sea and prefers to shrink or grow in her own way. Although the man has
gone for good the poet is warmed by the memory of her experience. She can’t forget the
intensity of the moment of Love.

All through that summer’s afternoons we lay

On beds, our limbs inert cells expending
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Into throbbing sins the heat had

Blotted our thoughts.

Darkness implies ‘womb’ from which the body has come. This is the
individuality of a woman to adore the child and forget her own pains of bearing it. The
poetess suffers in child birth but this suffering is seen as a common feminine predicament.
Here Kamala Das, the woman and Kamala Das, the artist, became one and the personal
experience is universalized.

(3) The Old Playhouse and other poems- (1973) :-

The anthology contains thirty-three poems in all of which twenty have been taken
from the two previous volumes. Thus, there are only thirteen new poems which reveal new
facets and a further artistic maturity. The love theme is still there but an entirely new
dimension and a new intensity are added to its treatment

The title piece is the poet’s protest against the domination of the male and the
consequent dwarfing of the female. The woman is expected to play certain conventional
roles and her own wishes and aspirations are not taken into account. The intensity of the
protest, conveyed in conversational idiom and rhythm make it symbolic of the protest of

all womanhood against the male ego;

You called me wife,

I was taught to break saccharine into your tea and

To offer at the right moment the vitamins, cowering

Beneath your monstrous ego I ate the magic loaf and

Became a dwarf I lost my will and reason to all your

Questions I mumbled incoherent replies.

The Blood is another admirable and remarkable poem in this collection. It evokes
the poet’s love of her old house and of her grandmother. who in now dead. It is
autobiographical marked by a wistful nostalgia, a wistful yearning for the happy past. This
long poem also shows the poet’s pre-occupation with thoughts of death and decay. The
Stone Age is one of the outstanding poems of this volume in which the tension results from
the fact that love is offered by another man and not by the husband. The husband is seen as
an old fat spider who weaves webs of bewilderment around the woman and builds the dead

stonny walls of domesticity, passivity and turns into a bird of stone a granite dove.
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Quest for love or rather the failure to find emotional fulfillment through love, is the
central theme of Kamala’s poetry and her greatness as a love poet arises from the fact that
her love poetry is rooted in her own personal experience. It is an outpouring of her own
loneliness, disillusionment and sense of frustration. The conflict between passivity and
rebellion against the male oriented universe emerges as a major theme in her poetry. The
poetess is quite alive to her feminity asserts it and celebrates it in one poem after another.

As Devendra Kohli puts it;

Her poetry is in the final analysis, an acknowledgement and a celebration of
the beauty and courage of being a woman. Kamala Das is certaintly a poet of the
modern Indian woman’s ambivalence, giving expression to it more nakedly than
another Indian woman poet with the possible exception of Amrita Pritam in Punjabi.

With the passing of time, particularly in her latest volume of poems, The
Descendants, Kamala Das has shown an increasing concern with disease sickness decay
and death. The culmination burden of domesticity, routine, sickness and the anticipation of
death are sensitively portrayed in the poem... concern with disease illness, decay and death
is at the centre of after the illness. Apparently inspired by Kamala Das’s recovery from a
serious illness, the poem is concerned with the theme of decay and ageing.

.............. There was

Not much flesh left for the flesh to hunger the blood had

Weakened too much to lust and the skin,

Without health’s Anointments was numb and unyearning.

Kamala Das has been rightly called a poet in the confessional mode. The
confessional poets deal in their poetry with personal emotional experiences which are
generally taboo. In her poetry, Kamala Das has always dealt with private humiliations and
sufferings which are the stock themes of confessional poetry. Confessional poetry is
struggle to relate the private experience with the outer world as it is. Such a struggle is in
evidence in the poems of Kamala Das from a very early stage. In An Introduction, she
struggles to keep her identity against the categorizers who ask her to fit in. Having refused

to choose a name and a role she feels it necessary to define her identity.

I am saint.

I am the beloved and the betrayed.

29



I have no joys which are not yours, no.

Aches which are not yours. I too call myselfI ............

Like most Indian poets writing in English, Kamala Das is also bi-lingual.
She writes both in Malayalam and English. Her choice of English was by no means a
deliberate one. Of her better known poems An Introduction which has often been
regarded as her poetic manifesto, throws considerable light on her use of English.

Why not speak in

Any language I like? The language I speak

Becomes mine, its distortions, its queerness

All mine, mine alone .........

Kamala Das makes frequent use of the Radha-Krishna and Mirabai legends to
provide a mythical framework to extra marital sex in her poetry. Her poetry is deeply
rooted in the Indian soil and in Indian cultural tradition and despite her modernity and her
revolt against the role of a woman is traditionally expected to play in Indian Society.

Kamala Das’s many literary merits have been recognized and her poems find an
honorable place in all anthologies of Indo - English poetry. She was given the Poetry
Award of the Asian PEN Anthology in 1964 and The Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award
in 1969 for Cold, a collection of short stories in Malayalam.

Devendra Kohli points out:

Courage and honesty are the strength of Kamala Das’s character and her
poetry; and the courage lies in not only being able to admit that one has aged, when
one has, but in also being able to assert in the face of it that in the final analysis. One

has no regrets and that one has lived beautifully in this beautiful world.
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Approaches to Language Learning

DR.DIPAK K. DESAI

There are a number of approaches which try to bring the formal
learning situation as close to natural acquisition as possible. Some of the

approaches are discussed here briefly.

Total physical response

This method was developed by James Asher (1977) and it consists
basically of obeying commands given by the instructor that involve a
physical response. The commands begin with simpleinstructions like ‘stand
up’ and then become complex as the students progress. Speech production is
delayed until understanding of spoken language “has been extensively
internalized”. When students indicate a readiness to talk they are asked to
give the commands instead of the teacher. The first few months focus on

70% listening comprehension, 20% speaking and 10% reading and writing.

Suggestopedia

These courses are given to small groups of students and are intensive
in nature. The course mainly has three parts — (i) review which includes
conversations, games, plays, etc. and some exercises and error correction,
(i) presentation of new material in the form of long dialogues based on
situations familiar to the students and (iii) reading aloud of the dialogues
by the teacher with the students following the text along with deep and
rhythmic yoga breathing. Later the teacher reads the dialogue “with and
emotional or artistic intonation” and the students “with eyes closed,

meditate on the text” while baroque music is played. The musical selections
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are specifically chosen to contribute to a “state of relaxation and
meditation.... That is necessary for unconscious absorption of the language

materials™ (Bancroft, 1987)

The Natural Approach

In 1977, Tracy Terrell, a teacher of Spanish in California, outlined “a
proposal for a ‘new ‘philosophy of language teaching which
[he] called the Natural Approach “(Terrell 1977) This was an attempt to
develop a language teaching proposal the “naturalistic” principles
researchers had identified in studies second of second language acquisition.
The Natural Approach grew out of Terrell’s experiences teaching Spanish
classes. Since that time Terrell and others have experimented with
implementing the Natural Approach in elementary —to advanced — level
classes and with several other languages. At the same time he has joined
forces with Stephen Krashen, an applied linguist at the University of
Southern California, in elaborating a theoretical rationale for the Natural
Approach, drawing on Krashen’ s influential theory of second language
acquisition .Krahen and Terrell’ s combined statement of the principles and
practices of the Natural Approach appeared in their —book, The Natural
Approach, published in 1983. The Natural Approaches has attracted a wider
interest than some of the other innovative language teaching proposals
discussed in this book, largely because of its support by Krashen. Krashen
and Terrell’s book contains theoretical sections prepared by Krashen that
outline his views on second language acquisitions (Krashen 1981; 1982),
and sections on implementation and classroom procedures, prepared largely

by Terrell.

Krashen and Terrell have identified the Natural Approach with what
they call “traditional” approaches to language teaching. Traditional
approaches are defined as “based on the use of language in communicative

situations without recourse to the native language” — and, perhaps, needless
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to say, without reference to grammatical analysis, grammatical drilling, or
to a particular theory of grammar. Krashen and Terrell note that
“approaches have been called natural, psychological phonetic, new, reform,
direct, analytic, imitative and so forth “ (Krashen and Terrell 1983:9) The
fact that the authors of the Natural Approach relate their approach to the
Natural Method has led some to assume that Natural Approach and Natural
Method are synonymous terms Although the tradition is a common one,
there are important differences between the Natural Approach and the older
Natural Method which it will be useful to consider at the outset The Natural
Method is another term for what by the turn of the century had become
known as the Direct Method. It is described in a report on the state of the
art in language teaching commissioned by the Modern Language

Association in 1901 (the report of the “Committee of 127):

In its extreme form the method consisted of a series
of monologues by the teacher interspersed with
exchanges of question and answer between the
instructor and the pupil all in the foreign language... A
great deal of pantomime accompanied the talk. With
the aid of this gesticulation, by attentive listening and
by dint of much repetition the learner came to
associate certain acts and objects with certain
combinations of the sounds and finally reached the
point of reproducing the foreign words or phrases ...
Not until considerable familiarity with the spoken
word was attained was the scholar allowed still later

period .

The term natural, used in reference to the Director Method, merely
emphasized that the principles underlying the method were believed to
conform to the principles of naturalistic language learning in young

children. Similarly, the Natural Approach, as defined by Krashen and

33



Terrell, is believed to conform to the naturalistic principles found in
successful second language acquisition. Unlike the Direct Method, however,
it places less emphasis on teacher monologues, direct repetition, and formal
questions and answers, and less focus on accurate production of target
language sentences. In the Natural Approach there is an emphasis on
exposure, or input, rather than practice; optimizing emotional preparedness
for learning; a prolonged period of attention to what the language learners
hear before they try to

produce language; and a willingness to use written and other materials as a
source of comprehensible input. The emphasis on the central role of
comprehension in the Natural Approach links it to other comprehension

based approaches in language teaching

Theory of language

Krashen and Terrell see communication as the primary function of
language, and since their approach focuses on teaching communicative
abilities, they refer to the Natural Approach as an example of a
communicative approach. The Natural Approach “is similar to other
communicative approaches being developed today” (Krashen and Terrell
1983) They reject earlier methods of language teaching, such as the
Audiolingual Method, which, viewed grammar as the central component of
language. According to Krashen and Terrell, the major problem with these
methods was that they were built not around “actual theories of language
acquisition, but theories ofsomething else; for example, the structure of
language” (1983:1).

However, Krashen and Terrell give little attention to a theory of language
at all (Gregg 1984). What Krashen and Terrell do describe about the nature
of language emphasizes the primacy of meaning. The importance of the
vocabulary is stressed, for example, suggesting the view that a language is
essentially its lexicon and only inconsequently the grammar that determines
how the lexicon is exploited to produce messages. Terrell quotes Dwight

Bolinger to support this view:
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The quantity of information in the lexicon far
outweighs that in any other part of the language, and
if there is anything to the notion of redundancy it
should be easier to reconstruct a message

containing just words than one containing just the
syntactic relations. The significant fact is the
subordinate role of grammar. The most important

thing is to get the words in. (Bolinger, in Terrell 1977)

Language 1is viewed as a vehicle for communicating meanings and
messages. Hence Krashen and Terrell state that “acquisition can take place

only when people understand messages in the target language

(Krashen and Terrell 1983). Yet despite their avowed

communicative approach to language, they view language learning, as do
audiolingualists, as mastery of structures by stages. “The input hypothesis
states that in order for acquirers to progress to the next stage in the
acquisition of the target language, they need to understand input language
that includes a structure that is part of the next stage”

(Krashen and Terrell 1983). Krashen refers to this with the

formula “I + 17 (I.e., input that contains structures slightly above the
learner’s present level). We assume that Krashen means by structures
something at least in the tradition of what such linguists as Leonard
Bloomfield and Charles Fries meant by structures. The Natural Approach
thus assumes a linguistic hierarchy of structural complexity that one
masters through encounters with “input” containing structures at the “I+1”
level. We are left then with a view of language that consists of lexical
items, structures, and messages. Obviously, there is no particular novelty in
this view as such, except that messages are considered of primary
importance in the Natural Approach. The lexicon for both perception and

production is considered critical in the construction and interpretation of
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messages. Lexical items in messages are necessarily grammatically
structured, and more complex messages involve more complex grammatical
structure. Although they acknowledge such grammatical structuring,
Krashen and Terrell feel grammatical structure does not require explicit
analysis or attention by the language teacher, by the language learner, or in

language teaching materials.

Theory of learning

Krashen and Terrell make continuing reference to the theoretical and
research base claimed to underlie the Natural Approach and to the fact that
the method is unique in having such a base. “It is based on an empirically
grounded theory of second language acquisition, which has been supported
by a large number of scientific studies in a wide variety

of language acquisition and learning contexts” (Krashen and Terrell 1983)
The theory and research are grounded on Krashen views of language
acquisition, which we will collectively refer to as Krashen’s language
acquisition theory. It is necessary, however, to present in outline form the
principal tenets of the theory; since it is on these that the design and

procedures in the Natural Approach are based
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Emily Dickinson’s Real (Inner) World

Dr. Bharat S. Patel

In the history of American literature, Emily Dickinson stands at critical juncture. In
order to have a clear and objective study and assessment of her poetry, we must put
aside all malicious gossip about her love-affairs and consequent biased evaluation of
her poetry. She is a curious mixture of the old heritage and the brand new techniques.
She was born and brought up in a Puritan home in Ambherst, in the nineteenth century;
her poetical genius was original, fresh, perceptive and sensitive. She was possessed with
very sharp intelligence that nothing escaped her “Composite Vision.” As a result,
almost the entire range of human experience finds expression in her poetry. She was so
far ahead of her times that even those who had the occasion to work at her poetical
exercises could not discern the greatness of her genius. In 1891, writing about poetic
genius of Emily Dickinson, Higginson said:

The impression of a wholly new and original poetic genius was as

distinct on my mind at the first reading of these four poems as it is

now, after thirty years of further knowledge, and with it came the

problem never yet solved, what place ought to be assigned in

literature to what is so remarkable, yet so elusive of criticism. !
Higginson, during Emily’s life, was never convinced by the fact that Emily wrote
poetry. His impression of her poems was “too delicate — not strong enough to publish.”
This was the initial judgment about a woman who has finally been hailed as a major
American poet and the greatest woman poet of English Literature.

Dickinson’s selection of strange lifestyle has remained a surprising fact for the
biographers and critics. Her autonomous & self — determined life has not been
honoured like her male contemporaries Emerson and Thoreau. Though, Higginson and
Mabel Todd have described her life as: ‘a lady whom people call the Myth’, ‘the belle
of Amherst’, ‘the New England Nun’ etc. However, the first impression that
Higginson’s own remark encourage is of a childlike creature of excessive intensity:

She had a quaint and nun-like look, as if she might be a German

canoness of some religious order... She came toward me with two
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day-lilies, which she put in a childlike way into my hand, saying

softy, under her breath, “These are my introduction”.... She went

on talking constantly and saying, in the midst of narrative, things

quaint and aphoristic... She was much too enigmatical a being for

me to solve in an hour’s interview... I could only sit and watch, as

one does in the woods, I must name my bird without a gun...>

Thus, from the beginning, Dickinson’s life was easily fictionalized and readily

appropriated to romantic myth. It is only through the poems and letters of Emily that
we come across to know about the humour, the wit, the balance and proportion of her
mind and thought. Though, the critics of the twentieth century have delighted in
mythologizing Miss Dickinson and portraying her as tragic recluse, frustrated spinster,
a factor which is responsible for dissemination and perception of her verse. To explain
the inspiration of the poems, several critical studies have concerned themselves with the
search for mysterious lover and secret marriage etc. But, in 1932, Allen Tate, in his
essay praising Dickinson’s ‘poetry of ideas’, tried to solve the biographical issue:

Miss Dickinson was a recluse; but her poetry is rich with a

profound and varied experience... Biographers, nervous in the

presence of this discrepancy, are eager to find her a love affair,

and I think this search is due to a modern prejudice: we believe

that no virgin can know enough to write poetry.
He further argued that:

All Pity for Miss Dickinson’s ‘starved life’ is misdirected. Her life

was one of the richest and deepest ever lived on this continent...

Her poetry is a magnificent personal confession, blasphemous and

in its self-revelation, its honesty, almost obscene. It comes out of

an intellectual life towards which it feels no moral responsibility. >

Dickinson was extremely aware of the limitations of married life. She knew it

clearly that in married life she will have to do so many kinds of compromises with her
poetic creativity. So, she remained very clear about the eccentric life she had chosen
and her many poems also affirm the value of the ‘inner life’ that she had selected. For

example:

38



Growth of Man — like Growth of Nature —
Gravitates within —
Atmosphere, and Sun endorse it —

But it stirs — alone —

Each — its difficult Ideal
Must achieve — Itself —

Trough the solitary prowess

Of a Silent Life — *

It is said that Emily’s complete isolation from all contemporary events limited
the range of her experiences. But the fact is that her rejection of the outer world gave an
opportunity to her soul to expand. As a result, she wrote about the fundamental
problems of man. Her poetry is about no particular series of personal crises, not about
Emily Dickinson; instead, it speaks generally — addressing the human condition and not
her individual personal situation. John B. Pickard says:

Unlike most other American poets, she was religiously oriented.
Even a cursory glance at her themes reveals an extreme
preoccupation with the effect of death, the nature of the soul, the
problems of immortality, the possibility of faith, and the reality of
God. Certainly in the sense that she sought the essential moral
truths veiled behind material appearances and strove to experience
and perceive the Divine Force or as she phrased it
‘Circumference’, she was mystically oriented. >

Several critics were of the opinion that Emily Dickinson was an escapist. They
argued that she took retirement to the seclusion of inner life because of the frustration
in life, or that she was afraid of living a full-blooded life, or that she hated life. But, a
proper study of her poems and letters shows that she voluntarily leave up the external
life because the inner world of spirit seemed to be more real to her than this ‘real’
world. She withdrew from the active life to know and observe it better. Thus, her
isolation did not come to her by chance or it was not imposed upon her. But, she wished

to be “nobody before the world so that she could be somebody” within herself:
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Thus, because of her intensity, sensitivity and temperament, because of her ambitions for
herself, because of her situation as a woman with its expectations for normal womanhood;

Emily Dickinson, a woman who wanted to be a poet, chose to withdraw from the external

I’m Nobody! Who are you?
Are you — Nobody — Too?
Then there’s a pair of us!

Don’t tell! they’d advertise — you know!

How dreary — to be — Somebody!
How public — like a Frog —
To tell one’s name — the livelong June —

To an admiring Bog! °

world and to live her significant ‘inner life.’
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